
8th Grade Gifted and Talented Language and Literature 
Summer Reading 2019 

 
Gifted Literature Students: 
 
The eighth grade curriculum that you will be studying next year focuses around 
dystopian literature and its correlations to real life.  To start this unit, please read 
any novel of your choosing that revolves around a Dystopian theme.  This link has 
some interesting books to choose from: 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers-Books-Teen-Young-Adult-

Dystopian/zgbs/books/7538399011 

 
 
The details of this project are outlined below.  This assignment will be due the 
first Friday when you come back to school (August 16, 2019).   
 
 
I will be available by email throughout the summer for assistance.  Please allow 
2-3 days for a reply.  Please email: leslie.herald@fayette.kyschools.us.    
 
 
 
Thank you! Have a great summer!! 
 
 
Mrs. Herald 
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1.  You need to keep a quote journal (10 quotes) throughout the book.  
This will be a lot like the Frankenstein quote journal.  You need to 
make a chart that includes: 

a. Quote 
b. Context 
c. Analysis 

2. Write an essay about the book.  Details are below. 
 

Introduction (first paragraph)  
Begin with a catchy opening statement. Go on to identify the book's title (underlined 
or italicized), author, type of work (eg. historical novel, not "fictional novel" or just 
"book"—all novels are fictional, all novels are books), genre (look it up!), and major 
themes. Briefly introduce the main characters and describe the setting (time and 
place). If you wish, you may also mention other titles by the author and /or pertinent 
details of the author's background. The last sentence of the introduction MUST be a 
thesis statement that previews the ideas you will explore in paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. 
Be certain that there is a direct connection between this statement and the topic 
sentence of each of your three body paragraphs (below).  
 
Synopsis (second paragraph)  
Begin this paragraph with the book's main idea in a single topic sentence. Go on to 
present a complete but concise synopsis of the book in one paragraph. This is a brief 
sketch of what happens: the beginning, the middle, and the end. Think about the 
major conflict, the rising action, the climax of the story, and the resolution. Keep it 
brief.  
 
Observations (third and fourth paragraphs)  
In each of these two paragraphs, narrow the discussion to a significant topic. Begin 
each paragraph with a topic sentence that makes an observation about a particular 
aspect of the book: a character, a feature of the plot, an element of style, or a theme. 
Go on to support and expand upon your idea with specific examples, incidents, 
details, and at least one relevant quote from the book. Write in flowing sentences, 
weaving these elements from the book into your writing, not simply listing them. 
(Cite the page number for each quote used.) End each paragraph with a wrap-up 
sentence that ties your examples and details together in support of your topic 
sentence; show how they add up to your main point, what they have in common. The 
paragraph that makes the most important point should be the fourth one, right 
before your conclusion.  
 
Conclusion (fifth paragraph)  
Begin this paragraph with your reaction to this piece of literature, your response to it 
as a reader. Avoid writing, "I think," "I feel," "I believe," or "In my opinion," but do 
try to express how the work has affected you, deepened your understanding, alerted 
or enlightened you (or even a wider audience) in some way. Go on to integrate the 
themes of your three body paragraphs and your essay's unique title, revealing how 
they relate to one another. End with a thoughtful closing statement: a concluding 
remark for the whole report. This could be your most important evaluative point, an 
intriguing twist on your title, a fitting quote, or a compelling question. 
 


